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PREFACE. 



The following Acrostics, which may, perhaps, claim the 
merit of being i^e first series that has appeared in a separate 
form, have been composed by their author under pecnliar cir- 
cumstances ; namely, to relieve some of the many unoccupied 
hours, that belong to that greatest of afflictions, the deprivation 
of sight. 

Being of so unpretending a character, it is hoped that they 
will be looked on with leniency and forbearance by the eye of 
the critic. 

A brief sketch of the history of Acrostic verse, (for which 
the author is mainly indebted to a finend) may be interesting 
to some of the readers of this little volume. 

The word Acrostic is derived from the Greek aKpog extreme, 
and ffTixog verse; and means terminationary verse, distin- 
guished by the letters commencing or ending the lines. 

An Acrostic is defined to be an alphabetic verse, or line, or 
poem, in which the initial or final letters form the name or 
names of some thing or person. '*The Acrostic" (says the 
> London Cyclopedia) '* is obviously an artificial arrangement of 
poetry ; and has been fcuicifally, and even fcmtastically cultiva- 
ted. Sometimes the Acrostic has been formed of the first letters 
of the line ; sometimes of the last ; sometimes of both ; some- 
times it is to be read downwards ; sometimes upwards." 

In tracing the history of Acrostics, authors are agreed that 



IV 

they are very ancient. They have been employed in remote 
ages, by many nations, in their poetic compositions. This was 
done partly for the sake of ornament, and ingenuity; but 
principally to impress the memory, by means of alphabetic 
associations with the truths or facts contained in the verses. 

The first form of Acrostic with which we are acquainted, is 
the purely alphabetic. The first Acrostics were made on the 
name or names of the alphabet ; and it should be observed that 
the full name of the alphabet necessarily comprises the names 
of aU its letters ; for the word alphabet only sounds two of 
them, AX^a, Bera, Specimens of this kind of Acrostic occur 
in several of the Psalms of David, written nearly 1100 years 
before the Christian era. This (as Dr. Kitto observes) is a 
peculiarity which cannot be preserved in any ordinary transla- 
tion ; but it is indicated in Psalm cxix. as found in the common 
Bibles ; and may be seen in Psalms xxv., xxxiv., xxxvii, cxi., 
cxii., and cxlv. Other specimens of Acrostics are found in 
Proverbs xxxi. 10 — 31. ; and in the Lamentations of Jeremiah. 
It should be added that one form of the Jewish Cabala is 
essentially Acrostic; for the Cabalists, in their method of 
Notaricon, suppose that many of the words of Scripture are 
Acrostics, or composed of the initial letters of other words. 
They also used Acrostic abbreviations of names. Thus, Eitba 
(the commentator on Maimonides) is a name composed of the 
initials of his full title, which is Kabbi lom Tov Bar Abraham. 
We give this curious illustration of a similar device prevalent 
among the early Christians. The Greek word Ix^vg (fish) 
represented to their fanciful minds, the initial letters of ItjffovS 
Jesus, XpiffTog Christ, Qfog God, Yiog Son, Swri/p Saviour* 
This method of Acrostics has often been adopted in systems of 
artificial memory. 

Ancient Acrostics also exist in the Greek language. There 
are two examples of this nature in the Greek anthology, in 
honour of Bacchus and Apollo. Some of the poems of the 
SybiUine Prophecies, indicate the same form of composition. 



In the Latin language, also, Acrostics prevailed in ancient 
times. This appears from a passage of Cicero, in liis Treatise 
on Divination. ** The verses of the Sybils (said he) are dis- 
tinguished by that arrangement which the Greeks call Acrostic ; 
where, firom the first letters of each verse in order, words are 
formed which express some particular meahing ; as is the case 
with some of Ennius's verses, [the initial letters of which make 
** which Enniue wrote !^*] 

Latin Acrostics were made by Optianus, who flourished in 
the 4th century ; by Seduliua and Ausonius ; by Adhelm, who 
flourished in the 8th century, and by numerous subsequent 
Latin poets. The following is a curious specimen of a Latin 
Acrostic, forming a square of five words, which may be read 
forwards or backwards, upwards or downwards, producing the 
same syllables, with the same sense : — 

S A T O R 
AR E P O 
TENET 
OPE RA 
ROTAS 

A wag has translated this : '* The sower Arepo keeps wheel 
works." 

Very early specimens of Acrostics also exist in the English 
language ; examples of which often occur in the complimentary 
verses prefixed to old books* An mgenious variety, sometimes- 
styled a Tdeatick, is that in which the letters beginning the 
lines spell a word, while the letters ending the lines, wheit 
taken together, form a word of an opposite meaning. Thus: — 

Unite and untie are the same — so say yoU. 
N ot in wedlock, I ween, has this unity bee N. 
I n the drama of marriage each wandering gou T, 
T o a new face would fly — all except you and I — 
E ach seeking to alter the spell in their seen E. 



During the 1 7th century, poetasters loVed to divert them- 
selves by twisting their verses into various strange devices, 
expressive of their themes ; such as £euis, altars, angels, tem- 
ples, and many more such. . Their delight was, as Dryden 
expresses it : — 

« There thou mayst wings display, and altars raise, 
And torture one poor word ten thousand ways." 

We have only space to give one more recent Acrostic on the 
word News, 

N orth sends us much of great import ; 
E ast in importance £eJ1s not short ; 
W est is as worthy of renown ; 
S outh has with deeds of glory shone. 

In the following series of Acrostics, the dates of birth and 
death, together with appropriate mottoes, have been prefixed 
to each name ; and a chronological arrangement has been 
adopted, as the most useful and interesting plan. 

C. V. G. 
ChnsTOSt 1866. 



DEDICATION 

TO 

G uardian and gentle guide of my dark way, 

Ever ** a ministering angel thou !" 

B endering more cheerfiil many a weary day : 

T o thee is due this humble tribute now, 

Richly deserv'd by thee, for thou has oft 

XT sed thy neat pen in copying this my verse, 

Drawing rich stores from books in accents soft ; 

E Ise had these simple rhymes not known so kind a nurse. 



A CENTURY OF ACROSTICS. 



" 0HO08B TOR THT OOMHAITD 

801CX pxA.onrx7L FBOVuroa in AGBOSTIO land." 



HOMER. 

B. c. 800 or 900. 



"Ozwt Homer, too, appean, of daring wing, 
Paz«nt of song."— Thombojt. 



H ow wondrous are thy strains of Grecian glory, 
Idest and grandest Bard of Epic story ; 
M ilton's great self, like thee, deprived of sight, 
E 'en he — not more majestic in his flight : 
E eft thus in vain were hoth, — the mind how douhly 

bright ! 



CICERO. 

B. c. lOe-43. 



"And still the doqoent air breathes— bonui with CicOTO.**— <Ctron» 

C HiEF of the orators of stately Rome, 

I n her fam'd Forum none like thee has come. 

C aim philosophic reasoning, learning's grace, 

E loquence lofty, pathos, wit, we trace. 

E apt in delight, from youth we scan thy page, 

nly to prize it more, in more reflective age. 



VIRGIL. 

B. c. 70—19 

" He who sublime in Epic nmnbers roU'd."— Btbon. 

"Arms and the Man in golden cyphers shone." 

P0PI&— " Temple of Fame, 

y EBSE, of most finished and majestic strain, 
I n Latin Epic gives thee rightful reign ; 
R aising thee to a place in that small band, — 
G reat Homer, mighty Milton, on each hand : 
I n pastoral charms, and rural scenes, thy Muse 
L oves, too, to linger, bright with nature's hues. 



3 
HORACE. 

B. c. 66— 9. 

*' Although no deeper Moralist rehearse 

Our little life, nor Bard preacribe his art, 

Nor liyelier Satiiist the conacienoe pierce."— Btilon. 

H ow many a fond admirer hast thou had ! 
O ft did thy wit make great Augustus glad. 
R ich morsels of rare wisdom, pointed, terse, 
A mid the charms of thy sweet lyric verse, 
C all forth our wonder and delight the while, 
E 'en as we revel in thy racy style. 



MAHOMET. 

A. D. 570—632. 



" Mohammed bom for love and guile."— Moobx. 

M IGHTT Impostor, and false Prophet thou ! 

A rch hypocrite, Yore whom e'en nations bow. 

H eaven and the houris promising to those 

'erwhelm'd by fate whilst warring 'gainst thy foes. 

M ecca's fam'd shrine is still thy boast and shame, 

E nthusiast dupes there flock thy aid to claim ; 

T hy end was yet most mean, spite of thy prophet fame.* 

* Mahomet is reported to have died from the effects of poison, 
giren him hy a girl, to test his prophetic power and divine mission. 

See Chalmen' Biograph. Did. 



ALFRED. 

849—900. 



Thy Bons of gloiy many 1 Ai.tribd thine. 
In whom the Bplendoor of heroic war, 
And more heroic peace, when gorem'd well, 
Ck>mbine."— Thohsoit. 

A MIGHTY people calls and owns thee " Great : " 

L ookLag with pride on deeds that justice know 

F or all alike, when first a jury sate. 

B, ose, too, thy might upon the Danish foe : 

E ach glorious action of thy reign's bright whole, 

D eep impress leaves behind of nobleness of soul. 



HAMLET. 

(No. 1.) 



" Canst thon not minister to a mind diseased ; 

Pluck from the memory a rooted sorrow ? "— Shaxsp>a.ri:. 

H iGH intellect, refinement, princely grace, 

A dded to perfect mould of form and face, 

M ark thee, — " of all observers the observed ; " 

L ife yet to thee was marr'd, thy soul unnerv*d ; 

E 'en as a harp by some rude hand unstrung, 

Thon wert on trouble's sea too harshly, roughly flung. 



HAMLET. 

(No. 2.) 
**0 what a noble mind was here overthrown."— Sbakspkaub. 

H ow noble was the soul in thee o'erbome, 
A nd over-finely strung, thus overworn ! 
Mind, on itself still prey*d, in restless thought; 
Life's brightest hopes with bitterness were fraught; 
E ver thy brooding deep imaginings, 
Ting*d with distempered hue thy actions' purest 

springs. 



DANTE. 

1266—1321. 

"Taught by the heayemly Miue to Tenture down 
The dark descent, and np to reasoend, 
Though hard and rare.**— MiLTOir. 

D ASiNG thy genius ! mighty though it be 
Amid the 'Inferno^ such dread scenes to see, 
N obly, yet simply, thy great task is wrought ; 
T hy * Comedy Divine ' with grandeur fraught 
E 'en light from mediaeval darkness brought. 



6 
CHAUCER. 

1328—1400. 

" . . . . pure well of Wngliwh nndefll'd/'— Spbnbkb. 

" His Ic^nds blithe 
He sang, of lore, or knighthood, or the wiles 
Of home^ life." Axsnsedb. 

C HiEFTAiN and Father of our poet band, 

H ow nobly dost thou take the foremost stand ! 

A mid thy 'Pilgrims * picturesquely wild, 

Uttering pure streams of "English undefil'd." 

G hoice scenes of humourous life, antiquely quaint, 

E ach character life-like, not feebly faint, 

R acy, fresh, vigourous, 'twas thine to paint. 



COLUMBUS. 

1437—1606. 



" The hermit of that loneliest solitude, 

The silent desert of a great New Thought ! "— Lowxll. 

C ONSTANT to one niagnificent Idea, 

n — on — still flow'd thy mighty force of soul ; 

L ike the great ocean, o'er which thou didst steer, 

U ttering his tempest voice, so, round thee roll 

M ad waves of hate, dark clouds of angry scorn ; 

B eams yet in thy far view the glorious goal ; 

U nder e'en threats of death the haven near 

S eeras ever — now is reach'd ! and a New World is born ! 



RAPHAEL. 

April 6, 1483— April 6, 1520. 

** His heayenly fiuse the minor of hit mind. 

His mind a temple for all lovely things."— Boobrs. 

Beoal thy rank among that Painter band, 
All, the proud sons of fab: Italia's land; 
P ictures inspir'd by sacred themes are thine ; 
How nobly do thy great 'Cartoons' outshine 
All else, in grand and wonderful design : 
E xalted title thus to thee is given, 
Like what thou wrought'st * Divine,' as caught from 

Heaven. 



LUTHER. 

1483—1646. 



*' His grandeur he deriv'd from Heaven alone.*' — Dbtdsn. 

L lON-like thy spirit rose 

U pon Beligion's fellest foes : 

T hick darkness vanish'd, light outshone ! 

H urling foul Error from her throne, 

E xalting Truth's eternal claim : 

R ome trembles still at thy great name. 



OLD PARR. 

1483—1636. 

"My age is as a liuty winter. 
Frosty, bat kindly.**— <Shaj[8PKARk. 

P ATRiARCH of the long-liv'd few ! 
A crostic verse to thee is due : 
E ivals rare thy reign shall mar ; 
R arely man e'en reaches ^ar,^ 

« The Ptahnist'i fourscore years of labour and sorrow, may be taken as 
the itar of the S^niB of life. Old Pair, who had attained the age of 162 
years, 9 months, was exoeeded by Henry Jenkins, who reached 109 years. 



QUEEN ELIZABETH. 

1633—1603. 

« The imperial yotress passed on 

In maiden meditation flmqr-gree."— 8h A khfibark. 

E NGLAND can boast but one great Maiden Queen. 

L 0% thy mind, and of right royal mien. 

I n stirring, stormy times bom to command, 

Z ealous to rouse the spirit of thy land. 

A round thee, highest on Fame's muster-roll, 

B aeon's great mind, and Shakspeare's mighty soul, 

E yed with calm gaze thy galaxy's bright whole. 

T hy reign was one of splendour, and its fame 

H ands down those * merrie days ' with thy proud name. 



SPENSER. 

153»— 1699. 

'* The gentle Spenser, Vaausy'B pleasing son ; 

Who, like a oopions river, ponrd his song 

O^er all the mases of enchanted groond.**— -Thojuon. 

S TBAiNS of rich music, in melodious flow, 

P our on the ear, wafted from Faery-land ; 

E nehantment seems a charm o'er all to throw : 

N e*er love and chivalry, more gallant band 

S tirr'd up to knightly deeds, than thou dost shew. 

E 'en now, in fancy's view, I see them stand — 

B omance's golden dream — ^wrought by a master-hand ! 



CERVANTES. 

1547— Apbil 23, 1616. 



" A wight he was, whose very sight wonld 

Entitle him, Mirror of Knighthood I "—BuTLSt's HupniaAs. 

C ERTES thou wert a mighty clever wight, 

E nchanting all and disenchanting many. 

B omance's monstrous dreams thou putt'st to flight, 

V alourous knigh^erl•ant found himself a zany ; 

Aye, castles huge, giants of old renown, 

N ow has thy glorious Don with his quaint Squire, 

T hrough thy great Mock-heroic overthrown ; 

E ndless thy humour grave, thy wit's fine fire. 

8 pain's greatest genius fitly did expire.* 

* The aathor of Don Quixote died on the same day as Shakspeare. 



10 
BACON. 

1561—1626. 

" The great deliverer He^ who from the gloom 

Led forth the trae Fhilose^hy— • 

luTestigatiiig sure the cham of thixigi."~-THOH80W. 

B RiGHTEST gems of wisdom shine 
A mid thy pages — ^half divine — 
C lustering thickly, rich and rare : 
racle— Philosopher ! 
N one with thee may e'en compare ! 



SHAKSPEARE. 

(No. 1.) 

Aprh. 23, 1564:-April 23, 1616. 

*' Is not wild Shakspeare ours and Nature's boast ? "—Thomson. 

S WEETE8T songster of the throng, 
H ow wildly rich thy charmed song ! 
A round thee, in profusest showers, 
K ind Nature strews her choicest flowers : 
S he loves to see thee — hear thee — styl'd, 
P rince of all bards, — ^her darling child. 
E ver shall humble Stratford stand 
A mong the glories of our land, 
E ais'd into highest fame by thee, 
E xulting in thy memory. 



11 

SHAKSPEARE. 

{No. 2.) 

1564-1616. 

"Nil ortum tale."— Hori.ot. 

"The myriad-minded man."— Colxredoe. . 

S ECOND to none art thou in genius bright, 
H igh boast is thine to be the world's delight ; 
A round thee great and small enchanted stray, 
K indling their souls in thy ennobling ray ; 
S triving thy wisdom's treasures to explore, 
P roud ever of its marvels to know more — 
E nshiin'd in sweetest poesy's bright blaze, 
A nd all the world of wit thy page displays. 
E esounding lands thee Nature's pride proclaim, 
E xulting to exalt our Bard's unrivall'd name. 



HERBERT. 

(No. 1.) 
1693^632. 



" In wit a man, simplicity a child."— Popk. 

H EAVENLiEST of * Couutry Parsons,' meek, sincere, 

E ver has Walton made thy memory dear ; 

R etir'd mid rural scenes from city strife, 

B emerton's joys and cares engross'd thy simple life. 

E ntranc'd oft-times in Sarum's beauteous fane, 

Eaptin "aheaven on earth," chanting her choral strain; 

T by fragrant spirit here still seems to breathe again. 

Sarum, 1854. 



12 
GEORGE HERBERT. 

(No. 2.) 
1693—1632. 

"Beligion, droM'd ia many a quaint display, 

Thoa teachest still, in norol antiqae way."—- Sabham. 

G OOD Country Parson, cheerful, quaint, 

E ver in thy life a saint, 

O *er thy memory sweetly rise 

B are old Izaak's eulogies, 

O lying us, in life-drawn hue, 

E ach lov'd feature to our view. 

H oly Herbert, humble, mild, 

E 'en as simple as a child, 

R eady thy bounty to dispense, 

B eaming with benevolence, 

E ver blessing, ever blest, 

B escuing the most distrest ; 

Thy * Temple' now is Heaven's bright rest. 



13 
HARVEY. 

1578—1657. 

** HABVin magnnxn nomen Uadesque maaebnnt, 
Dum io gyrifl BangiuB itque i^editqne soif." 

H iGH place is thine amongst the foremost few, 

A 11, proud discoverers of truths great and new, 

E ich benefit conferring on mankind, 

Vast store of knowledge adding to the mind. 

E xulting Bacon sees in thee a son ; 

Y ears yet shall spread thy fame, while the blood 

circles on. 

HarreVs great disooveinr of fhe drcalatlon of the Uood, in liM, may be 
eouidered the lint frnita ox the inductive phfloeophy of Babon. 



CROMWELL. 

1599—1658. 

' The aageit d lunupen, CSromweU — 
nortal rebel I"— Btbon. 



Inunoi 

C HAMPioN of English liberties ! thy name 

B ises mid splendid obloquy and fame. 

n thee the guilt of thy great monarches fate, 

M artyr'd to feed thy fierce fanatic hate. 

While, 'stead of " Right Divine to govern wrong," 

E xtracting good from evils done too long. 

Lasting the benefits thou hast designed, 

L eaving sure proof of a wise, lofty mind. 



14 
MILTON. 

(No. 1.) 

1608—1674. 

" A geniuB nniyenal as his theme ; 
Astoniflhing m Chaos, as the bloom 
Of UowiBg Eden fisur, as Heayen sublime."— Thomsov. 

M AJESTio Bard, what might is thine I 

I nspir'd thy song, thy theme divine. 

L ovely, as Eden's brightest bowers, 

T hy clustering poetic flowers : 

f Paradise's Loss and Gain, 

N e'er dream like thine, in such a wondrous strain. 



MILTON. 

(No. 2.) 

1608—1674. 

" Milt<m, whose geniiis had angelic wings, 
And fed on manna.*'— Oowpxh. 

M IGHTY lord of a thousand tones,* 

I n thee not one thy lot bemoans ; 

L ost though the Paradise of sight, 

T hat of fan- Eden bursts full bright 

n thy strong inward gaze, high strain'd : 

N ow, too, in thee is * Paradise lUgain'd.' 

* Allading to the Poet's name.-— miJ, a thousand, ton, tone. 



15 
WALTON. 

(No. 1.) 
1693—1683. 



' Give me mine angle ; we'll to the riyer; 

iwrni 



Tawny finn'd fiahes : my bended hook ahall pierce 
Their slimy jawa,'*— 8h a khpba rw. 

W HERE silvery streams in rippling music play, 
A ngling along their banks, oft would'st thou stray, 
L osing thyself awhile in pleasant dreams, — 
T hose quaintly simple, prose-poetic streams 
O f charming colloquy, refreshing, bright, 
N e'er read, dear " honest Angler " save with new 

delight. 



WALTON. 

(No. 2.) 
1693-1083. 

" O who can tell how calm and sweet, 

Meek Walton shews thy green retreat."— Ksbli. 

W HAT high and calm delight with thee to rove, 
A ngling and musing by romantic Dove ! 
L ike thee, from city stir escaped, to stray, 
" T o do observance to a mom of May ! "* 
O h, when thou sought'st the quiet banks of Lee, 
No Angler's sport e'er match'd thy quaint good 

company. 

•"Mids. Night's Dream."— i. 1. 



16 
BUNYAN. 

1628—1088. 

** Inganious Dxeamer 1 in whose weU-told tale. 

Sweet fiction and sweet truth alike pxevall ; 

Whose humorous vein, strong sense, and simple style. 

May teach the gayest, make the gravest smile." — CowpXK. 

B BIGHT star-like gem of mind sparkling from heaven ! 

U iterance almost inspir'd to thee was given : 

N e'er allegory may with thine compare, 

Y outh it delights, refreshes age and care ; 

And, e'en though bursting from a dungeon's gloom, 

N o flower of genius rare shall longer bloom. 



DRYDEN. 

1631— 17<H). 

" Diyden tanght to Join 
In varying verse, the ftdl resounding line. 
The long nu^estic march, and energy divine."— Popb. 

D EEP rolls on deep in thy majestic line, 
R ich music and the stateliest march combine : 
Y et, who that hears its high harmonious strain, 
D eems not thy genius thou didst half profane ? 
E xhausting thy great power of song on themes 
N ot worthy of its strong effulgent beams. 



17 
NEWTON. 

1642—1727. 

'* Nature, and Nature's laws, lay hid in night, 

Qod said, Let Newton be 1 and all was light."— Pops. 

N OT since this our Earth was planned, 

E *er has been a mind so grand : — 

W hat proud intellect could dream 

T hy vast, yet nobly simple scheme ? 

O 'er Science thy bright genius shone, 

N ew worlds have sprung from our new-ton.* 

* New style or system, as displayed in the great laws of gxavitati<m, dis- 
covered by Newton. 



ADDISON. 

1672—1719. 



" A pure English style, familiar but not ( 
elegant, bat not OBtentatioas."— JosxrsoH. 

A MID the Augustan days of good Queen Anne, — 

D ays rich in wits and poets — ^thy keen mind 

D elighted o*er our English life to scan, 

I ts dress in thy pure page how chaste, refin'd. 

S hrewd satirist thou, * spectator ' humourous, wise ; 

O see the good old Knight, Sir Roger, rise ! 

N o essay of fine fancy like to that, e'er dies. 

B 



18 
WREN. 

1632—1723. 

** Si monumentum queris, drcumspice 1 " 

What nobler sacred fane, or prouder dome, 
Rises sublime in mighty majesty; 
E xcelling all, save that of haughty Rome ! — 
N fitter monument than this — ^to thee. 



DE FOE. 

1663—1781. 
** A Daniel, ye* a Da&iel/'^->49HAK8PBA]ia. 

D EAR to our memoiy thy delightful book, 

E nchanting fiction, lov*d fi:om boyhood's days. 

F riend Crusoe, Poll, man Friday, seem to look 

On us : we view them with a fond amaze ; 

Endless is still their charm, endless shall be thy praise. 



19 
POPE 

1688—1744. 

" Pope's pure Btrain 
Sought ihe rapt Boul to charm, nor sought in vain."-~BTSOH. 

P EBPECTiON marks the music of thy verse, 
O f style how finished, how mellifluous, terse ! 
P oet with thee in polish ne'er may cope, 
E 'en faultless thou — of song thou art our Pope, 



THOMSON, 

(No, 1.) 

1700—1748. 

** Long, long, sweet Poet of the Year, 

Shall hloom the wreath thou well hast won ; 

While Sootia, with .exulting tear, 

Frodaims that Thomson was her b<«l." — ^BvBirs. 

Tht 'Seasons' never out of season are, 

H owe'er rude Time or change may fashion mar ; 

O ft as Spring's hudding beauties reappear, 

M atur'd by Simimer — glory of the year, 

S eason'd by mellowing Autumn, ere they die, 

O nly to spring anew, when Winter frosts go by, 

N e'er does thy memory rise, but 0, how seoionably ! 



20 
THOMSON. 

(No. 2.) 

1700—1748. 

" Who void of eaoivjf gaile, and lust of gain. 

On Virtue atill, and Nature's pleasing themes, 

Pour'd forth his unpremeditattBd strain." — Lord Ltttblton. 

T UNiNG thy harp once more, ere hush'd for aye — 
H arp as of (Eolus by some lone shore, 
O n the charm*d sense what strains melodious play I 
M urmuring sweet soimds, such as through Dreamland 

pour; 
S oft as the voice of love when lovers stray, 
O r wild as echoing horn from tower of yore : 
N ow from the Enchanted Hall are heard these strains 

no more. 



HANDEL. 

1684—1759. 



*' Remember Handel ? Who, that vas not bom 

Deaf as the dead to harmony, forgets, 

Or can, the more than Homer of his age ? "— Oowpkb. 

H iGHEST of heaven-bom Music's holy band ! 
Angelic strains outpouring, solemn, grand. 
N e'er will the pealing, swelling organ roll 
D iviner harmony upon the soul. 
B 'en now " Messiah " reigns 8upreme-»-in thee, 
L ofty as Eden's song* of noblest melody. 

* Paradise Lost. 



21 
YOUNG. 

1684—1765. 

''Not Milton more magnifioeixtly song 
Orwt loenes, great actionsy than great muBings, Young." 

Rev. T. Obintxxlb. 

Y EARS, like the day, now bright, now dark, have rolled 
O 'er the great visions thy * Night Thoughts ' unfold — 
U nnumber'd worlds, immortal themes among — 
N ight*s glorious scenes, by thee how nobly sung ! 
G enius Miltonic thine, — ^to live for ever — Youn^t 



COLLINS. 

1720—1756. 



" And Melancholy mark'd him for her own."-— Grat. 

C AN we than this a higher tribute pay ? — 

des that might well be envied by a Gray 

L ike thine are not. — * The Passions * stir again, 
L iving, in all their strength, in thy rich strain. 

1 n direst woe thy closing day was passed, 

N ot ting'd with hues, by thee o er * Evening ' cast. 
See thee, 'in moody madness laughing wild* — at last J 



LINNiEUS. 

1707—1778. 

** Dens creavity LmnaeuB dispcsoit." 

L IKE troops arrayed, thy floral armies rise, 

In regiments, battalions, companies. 

N o flower but has its nice distinctive name, 

N or reason why in its due rank it came, 

M olus its fresh beauty well may claim. 

U nder Acrostic riddle that I sing, 

S ee the great Swede, our fkm*d botanic king. 



AKENSIDE. 

1721—1770. 



'* And Akennde on wings of rapture soared, 

And hi^ in heaven the Eternal Mind adored." — Heraud. 

Ardent thy youthful fancy, and its joys 
E indie thy genius with " a muse of Are." 
E ach form of beauty that thy pen employs, 
N e*er ceases to delight, can never tire : 
S ublime thy deep philosophy of Mind ; 
I magination's charms thee early won ; 
D ivinest music in thy verse we find ; 
E en sage Hygeia boasts in thee a son. 



GRAY, 

1716—1771. 

** Um» labor."— HoRAcnL 

** A FSadMr^i laptun in th« lyre of Omy."«-MAS0N. 

G BEAT " Bard in little ! "* while the old and young. 
Round Churchyard tower and yew, shall loitering stray, 
A mid the choicest of the sons of song, 
Y es, thou shalt live, elegiac Gray. 

* " His pictare in little/'^HAKLxr II. 2. 



JOHNSON. 

Xo. 1. 
1709—1784. 



" While words of learned length and thundering sound, 
Amas'd the gazing hearers rang'd around.**— Goldsmith, 

J usTLT entitled our great moral sage, 

O f literature our Giant In thy page 

H ow ponderous is the massiveness of thought ; 

N one in more nervous diction e'er has taught. 

S till, too, the lexicographer's vast store 

O f wordy wisdom, we through thee explore. 

N o greater yet than thou has been the wide world o'er. 



24 
JOHNSON. 

(No. 2.) 

170»— 1784. 

** Johnion, with all thy &alts I love thee still."— Ck>wpaB, adapted, 

J usT like a whale amoDg the smaller fry, 

O r porpoise floundering unwieldily, 

H uge as leviathan, now rough as hear, 

N ow nohle as a lion in his lair. 

S o wert thou ; yet no like to thee I ween, 

r heart more warm and soft has e'er been seen. 

N o greater, nobler John — son of John BuU, has been. 



FRANKLIN. 

1706—1790. 



" Good sense, which only is the gift of Heaven, 

And though no scioioe, fairly worUi the seven."— Popk. 

F ATHER of Britain's mightiest o£fspring thou ! 
R ising to Freedom's pride of place till now ; 
A merica owes half her strength to thee ; 
N o pomp of state, but conscious majesty. 
E een, hard, sound sense, with simple honest worth, 
L ifted thee to high power from lowly birth ; 
I n all thou didst, proofs of a firm clear mind. 
Not polish'd, but self-taught, with energy immense 

we find. 



^5 
BOSWELL. 

(No. 1,) 
1740_1796. 

** A duel's among you takin' note*, 
And, fidfh, he'll print 'em/'— Bubnb. 

B UST, vain, and bustling Bozzy, 
O nly rivalled by Piozzi ; 
S nabbed and bullied by thy master, 
W riting all he spoke the faster : 
E 'en like the chiel, still takin' note, sir, 
L ike a pert ape drest in a coat, sir. 
L ook ! see the Great Well-Known ! — Too like ! — for 

Bozzy wrote, sir. 



BOSWELL. 

(No. 2.) 

1740—1796. 

''O Jemmy BoBvell, Jemmy Boswell O."— Thomson, parodiei. 

B LUSTERiNG roTuid our burly sage, 

O nly toadying was thy rage, 

S eeking even to get kick'd, 

W ith eveiy monkey antic trick'd. 

E ver in motley thine to be, 

L aughed at for thy garrulity, 

L isten'd to yet with joy to all posterity. 

Should tiiis good natured ridicule b« thou^^ht orer-seTere, the reader may 
consult Mr. Itfacaulay's review of Croluif* edition of BosweU's Life of John- 
ion with advantage. 



»6 
CHATTERTON. 

1762—1770. 

' " The marrellouB hoj. 

The Bleepleas soul that perish'd in his pride."— Wo&dbwobth. 

C AN we e*er think on thee, nor sorrow know ? 

H ow sad thy lot *midst penury and care ! 

A brief bright hour to a dark day of woe, 

T hat early closes in night's black despair ! 

T hou stain'dst thy genius by deception's arts, 

E ver detracting from thy rightful fame, 

B ousing up foes, and adding to thy smarts : 

T ill madness drove thee to a death of shame : 

O hapless boy ! poor, starved, neglected one, 

N ow dost thou live again — Bristowa*s wondrous son ! 



GOLDSMITH. 

1730—1777. 

** Nullam quod tetigit non omavit."— Johnson. 

G OLD ne'er was refined more rich and more pure, 
O nly see what our Ooldsmith has wrought, to be sure ; 
L ook at 'sweet Auburn's' scenes, so refreshing and 

bright, 
D eserted no more, ever view'd with delight ; 
S ee his 'Traveller' himself and his 'Hermit,' and then 
M ore ease, grace, and finish, youll scarce meet again; 
In his 'Vicar' what charming simplicity shines, 
Truth with naivete,while pathos withhumour combines; 
H e gilds all he touches, the dross he refines. 



27 
HOWARD. 

1726—1790. 

" And here can I fbtget the ggt n eroi a hand, 

Who toueh'd with human woe^ redreaaive learch'd 

Into the hoiron of the gloomy jaQf—THOMSOK. 

H ow noble those brave few, who, taught by thee, 
O *er the foul dens of crime and misery. 
Where pin*d the prisoner in his dungeon lone, 
A ngelic beams of mercy now have thrown ; 
B escuing from dire disease, despair's dark fears. 
D ivine — philanthropy like this appears. 



GARRICK. 

1716—1799. 

" fiere lies David €knTi<^ deeoribe him who can, 

An abridgement ot all that iB pleasant hn man."— Goldsmith. 

G RAVE or gay alike to thee, 

A s Tragedy or Comedy. 

R eynolds pahits thee by both won, 

R ival to tihiysdf alone. 

I n Shakspeare thou didst all excel : 

C omio with Trs/pc art in thee did dwell, 

K indred to mighty Will's, whom thou didst love so well 



REYNOLDS. 

1723—1792. 

" There toach'd by Beynolds, a dull blank become* 
A ludd mirror, in which Nature views 
Her fiurest fonoB reflected."— -Cowpbb. 

Babe Painter ! whose unequalled skill could trace 

E ach light and shadow of the changeful face ; 

Young *Samuers,' now, beaming with piety, 

N ow the proud * Banish'd Lord's ' dark misery, 

O r * Ugolino's ' ghastly visage, wild, 

L ooking stem horror on each starving child : 

D elights not less of social sort were thine, 

S uch as with Burke, or e*en with Johnson shine. 



PHILIDOR. 

1726-1796. 



" Full craftyer to play he was 

Than Athalus, that made the game 

Firat of the Chease ; so was his name." — Ghauosb. 

P RiNCEUEST of heroos of the chequer'd field, — 
H ighest in name and fame, bom ne*er to yield ! 
I n genius foremost in Caissa's realm ; 
L ike thee, O could we all oiu* foes o*erwhelm ! 
I ntent on conquering in the bloodless fight, 
D ar'd many an envious rival, test thy might, 
O fttimes, and yet as oft in the calm strife, 
R ight royally thou reign'dst through all thy chequered 

life! 



29 
BURKE. 

1730—1797. 

"His imperial fancy hM laid all Nature under tribute, and has collected 
riches from every scene of the creation, and every walk of Art." 

KoBXBT Hall. 

B RiLUANT thy genius 'mongst a brilliant throng ; 
U nique thy eloquence of pen and tongue ; 
R ome's TuUy loftier flights could scarce command, 
E indling thy soul to thoughts that matchless stand, 
E ver sublime and beautiful and grand. 



BURNS. 

1759—1796. 

** The Bard who walk'd in glory and in joy, 

Following his plough, along the mountain side.*'-— Wobdswosth. 

B BiGHTEST thy genius, Scotia's bards among, 
U ttering pure Natiu*e's voice in untaught song, 
Rare ploughman — ^by the bonnie Doon of Ayr, 
N o strains so sweet have been as thou poiu*'dst there ; 
S imple, pathetic, humourous ; aye, beyond compare. 



COWPER. 

(No. 1.) 

1731—1800. 

** Whom Katuro oharms, and whom the Mvm inspires, 
Whom humbler joys of home-felt quiet please, 
Saooessive study, exerdse, and ease.'*— PoFS. 

C HABMiNa Poet, who could ask 
O f bard a more delightful * Task ' ? 
W ho so rich a treat provide, — 
P icture so rare as Gilpin's ride ? 
E ver charming was thy life, 
Retired from all the world's hot strife. 



COWPER. 

(No. 2.) 

1731—1800. 



" I crown thee king of intimate delights. 
Fireside ei\)oyments, home-bom happiness."— 27^ Toik. 

C AST down mysteriously by chastening Heaven, 
O ft pleasant, peaceful days to thee were given, 
When mid those quiet scenes by reedy Ouse, 
P oetic flights or sportings of thy Muse 
E nliven'd all ; whilst in this task we see 
Bear'd a bright lasting monument to thee. 



31 
BEATTIE. 

1736—1803. 

" To sit on rooks, and muse o'er flood and feU, — 

This is not solitade, 'tis but to hold 

Converse with Nature^s charms' and see her stores unroU'd."— ^Btson. 

B ARD of the meditative * Minstrel * boy, 
E dwin, who found in Nature his sole love, 
A mid her wildest scenes his highest joy, 
T here, lost in pensive mood, alone to rove : 
T o paint his artless life was thy employ, 
I n sweetest strains of melody, — ^to prove 
E ach deep emotion that his soul did move. 

Dr. Beattie's 'Essay on Truth' reminds us of the following exoellent 
anagram on Pilate's question, * Quid ut V»iiat*^e$t ver qui adett. 



HUBER. 

1760—1801. 



** So work the honey bees ; 

Creatures, that, by a rule in nature, teach 

The act of order to a peopled kingdom.' 



H ow keen thy vision, e'en though reft of sight ! 
U sing with douhle power the mind's clear light: 
B ees, and their hives, thy ourious ken has scann*d, 
E ach cell, with geometric wisdom plann'd. 
Bich stores of lioney'd knowledge thus at thy command. 



PARK. 

1771—1806. 

" The loud wind roared, the rain fell fiwt. 

The white man yielded to the blast."— 4/W<;an ditty. 

Patient entliusiast Traveller! friendless, lone, 
A mid fierce Afiric wilds intent to explore, 
Begardless e*en of death; charms, all thine own, 
K indie a moiumful joy, as o*er thy page we pore. 



NELSON. 

1768—1806. 

** To him as to the burning levin. 

Short, brief, reBistiesB oourse was given."— Soott. 

N EVER beat a heart more braye» 

E ngland*s glory bom to save. 

L ike the red lightning's fearful flash, 

So — 'gainst our foes the deadly crash 

n that great day of Trafalgar ! 

N o nobler death than thine — in war ! 

The following anagram by Dr. Barney may be here given. Horatio 
Nelson— A^onor est a Nilo. 



S3 
SCHILLER. 

1769—1805. 

<*T1ie Bard's aim is to give us thoughts ; his art 

Lieth in giTing them as hiight as may he/' — ^Bahjet's Vwgnn, 

S HAKSPEABE of Germany in Tragic Art ! 

C lassie in style, yet formed to rouse the heart. 

H istorian, poet, dramatist, combined ; 

I n genius lofty, ardent in thy mind. 

L ongings and aspirations deep and high, 

L ike thy great patriot Tell's, for liberty, 

E xcited thee to take the foremost stand, 

E ang'd with the master-spirits of thy land. 



JENNER. 

1740Z18I6. 



** Great Jemier, victor over beantys foe."— Hxkaui>. 

J usTLY in grateful memory shalt thou live, 
E xalted high on the bright roll of Fame ; 
N oblest discovery thou to us didst give, 
N one from mankind more honour well may claim : 
E *en saving myriads of the human kind ; — 
B escue from loathsome death through thee they now 

may find. 

Dr. JsBBsr made his gxaat disoorezy of Yaeoi]iation in the year 1796. 



34 



PITT. 

1769—1806. 

'* Who, bom to guide such high emprize^ 
For Britain's weal was early wise."— Sooit. 

Fbingely thou wert in mind, like thj great sire, 
I ntent on loftiest aims with soul of fire ; 
T o serve thy country nobly, raise her fame, 
The dread Usurper check, gives glory to thy name. 



WATT. 

1736-1819. 

''Soon shall thy arm, vnoonquer^d steam, afiur 

Drag the slaw baig^ oar <kive the vayid car."<-*I>AAWiir, 1T8<K 

Who could such magic marvels dream 

A a thou hast wrought through wondrous steam ? 

T his mighty power, on sea— on land, 

T hy mightier genius could command. 



35 
NAPOLEON. 

1769—1821. 
" Conqueror and Captiye of th« world wert thou."— Btbov. 

N ATiONS have rued the day when thou wast horn, 

A mhition was thy God — ^mad lust of power : 

P ride, heartless selfishness, and cynic scorn, 

O 'er tibee held sway, and were thy hateful dower. 

L ike the dread lion springing on his prey, 

E mpires to thee were things to overwhelm at will. 

O h, were it not for Waterloo's great day, 

N ot e'en, perchance, had ceas'd that thirst of conqnest 

stm. 

The following anagram is worthy of inaertion :— Napoleon Bonaparte, 
" Ko, appear not on Elba I" 



J. P. KEMBLE. 



1767—1823. 

" At once ennobled and correct, 

HiB mind surveyed the Tragic page, 
And what the actor could effect. 

The scholar could presage."— Oamfbelc. 

Kind Nature generously hestow'd on thee 

E xcelling dignity in tragedy, 

M aJdng thee worthy of thy sister queen— 

B right fitting pair in high Shakspearian scene. 

L ook ! see thy Hamlet, such as Lawrencet^ drew : 

E ngland no princelier Actor e'er may view. 

* Kemble aa Hamlet in the National Gallery. 



36 



BYRON. 

1788—1824. 
*' Thoughts that hnathe, and woidi that bom."— Gbat. 

B UBNiNO words and breathing thought ! 
Y es ! thy flashmg genius wrought 
Badiant now as meteor bright, 
O r comet-like with rushing might, 
N ow, beclouded, as black night. 



DAVY. 

1779—1^. 

** Here Nature op«iui all her lecret sprmgi. 

And HeaTen-bon Science plumes hear eagle iringi." 

D EBP in the mine of science didst thou dive. 
At real things, not theories, bent to arrive, 
V eins of rich ore extracting. Genius' stamp. 
Years yet to come, shall mark thy * Safety Lamp.* 



37 
SIDDONS. 

1755—1831. 



" Oh there was many an hour 

Of Uended kindred fame. 
When ^iddoaui's auziliar poirar 

And sister nul^ came."— Caiifbxll. 



S TATELY thy person, queen-like in thy mien^ 

I n Tragedy no like to thee has been t 

D eepest emotions stirring in each heart, 

D read awe at * Lady Macbeth's * murderous part. 

O who that saw thy • Desdemona*s * woes, 

N or wept !— or * Constance * in her anguish'd throes I 

S ublime thy genius in our Shakspeare rose ! 



CRABBE. 

1754—1832. 
** Thoi^^h Natore'^B sternest painter, yet the best."— Btbow. 

C OPTTST of Nature — simply, sternly trUe, — 
R eal the scenes that in thy page we view. 
" A mid the huts where poor men lie '* unknown, 
B right humour, or deep pathos thou hast thrown* 
B ard of the * Borough ' and the * Village,* see 
E 'en haughty Byron owns he*s charm 'd by thee* 



38 
WALTER SCOTT. 

No. 1. 

1771—1832. 

" He did in the general bosom nign 

Of young, of old ; and sexes both enolumtod.''— Shajcspxabb. 

Wondrous Wizard of the North, 
Ann*d with spells of potent worth ! 
L ike to that greatest Bard of ours» 
T he mighty magic of thy powers; 
E 'en thy bright fancy's offspring find 
B esemblance to his myriad mind. 

S uch the creations that we see, — 

C haracter, manners, life in thee — 

O f Scotia's deeds a proud display, 

T he glories of a bygone day ; 

T hy genius foremost stands in all her long array. 



SCOTT. 

(No. 2.) 

1771—1832. 

"... the Ariosto of the North 

Sang ladye lore^ and war, romanee, and knightly worth.'*— Bybok. 

S coTiA well may proudly boast, 

C laitoing thee — ^thyself a host ; 

O 'er her hills, in every dell, 

T hy stirring verse shall fondly dwell, 

T hy tales of old Bomance thy sons shall love to telL 
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GOETHE. 

1749—1833. 

" Such harmony i» in immoEtal sools : 

Bat wkile this muddy vestoxe of decay, 

Doth groBsly doee it in, we oannot hear it."— BHAzmAlUL. 

G ENius of Fatherland ! how great thy name ! 

O *er ZollTorein it reigns with widest fiftme, 

E xcelling all beside : in thee we see 

T he philosophic page of poetrjr, 

H olding high thou^t above mere fancy's flights, 

E nriching, while it adds deeper and new delights. 



COLERIDGE. 

1773— 1831 



" Spirit BO dt in radiant freedom soaring, 

High through seraphic mysteries unoonfiu'd."— HncAN9» 

C ouLD we have heard that high impassioned straiifc 

f eloquence and poetry, — ^which oft 

L app*d thy charmed listeners in Elysium,— then 
E ntranc*d thyself— raised all the soul aloft, 
Bavish*d our ears had doubtless been : and when,. 

1 n lieu of wildering metaphysic maze, 
D reamy sweet melodies of song again 

Gush forth, like sparkling streams, — those brighter 



E nchant the ear far more, far worthier of our praise. 
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LAMB. 

1776^834. 

" He cazxied a boy's heart with him to the grave." 

L IKE the bright unpress of thy genial mind, 
Are ♦Elia's* essays, humourous, gay, refin'd : 
M ost amiable wert thou, gentle, brave, 
B uiying all thought of self, as in a living grave.* 

• AUtUUsg to Chadoi Lamb's devotion to his sister Maiy during her 
insanity. 



SOUTHEY. 

(No. 1.) 
1774-1843. 



" Where rose the momitains, there to him were friends."— Btboxt. 

S EBENELT bright thy life's pure stream did glide, 
O n Bweet romantic Derwentwater's side, 
Under great Skiddaw — there, in Epic lays, 
Thou dream'd'st a poet's dreams of olden days. 
H ow Madoc wander'd o'er the Atlantic wave, 
E astern Kehama, Roderic the brave ; 
Y ears cannot from our fondest memory lave. 
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SOUTHEY. 

(No. I) 
1774-1843. 

"And siOl the wonder grew. 
That one imall head oould oany all he knew." — Ooumucixh. 

S OUND wisdom guided thy prolific pen, 

O *er many a wide review of books and men. 

U ttering bright thoughts in purest flowing prose ; — 

T he glorious deeds of • Nelson * 'gainst our foes : 

How * Wesley' liv'd — and 'Cowpers* mournful close. 

E xalted though thy great poetic name, 

Y et does thy perfect prose add lustre to thy fame. 



CAMPBELL. 

1777^844. 



*' Who darei aspire, if thou moat oeate to kept f "— Btbon. 

C AMP-like and stirring are thy martial lays, 

A nd nobly dost thou sound our Nelson's praise I 

M usic melodious as e'er bard did sing, 

Pours in love's wild romance, through thy sweet 

* Wyoming.* 
B rightest and best thy joys of * Hope,' that throw 
E ver a cheering gleam o'er all our woe, 
L ike thee in finish'd grace how few have been ! 
L ike angel-visit's rare and far between.* 

• The ofb-quoted line of Campbell " Uhe angel-viaits few and fu between," 
is imitated from Blaix^s grave,— 

*at8 Tints 
LiJke those of angels, short and &r between.'* 



4» 
HOOD. 

1798^846. 
** From grave to gay, from lirely to ■erero.'*— Ponk 

H UMOUBIST most witty, and most comic bard ! 
O ft didst thou yet deep tragic pathos throw 
O *er crime, and horror, miseiy keen and hard ; 
D 68pair*8 dire pangs, or lonely grief to show. 

AUnding to the ttrikiiig Ballads 'JSugene Atatil,* 'Boiig of the Shirt,* 



CHALMERS. 

1780—1847. 



"Dear Ghalnun 1 great in powers, but these above, 

Great in devotion, holiness, and lore."— Rby. T. Gbinfisld. 

G HEEBFUL, hospitable, kind, 
H ighest in the rank of mind, 
A mong thy Scotia's wise and good, 
L oving to scatter heavenly food ; 
M ost warm-hearted, generous, mild> 
E yer humble as a child, 
Beal welcome didst thou give, 
S uch from thee did I receive. 



43 
WORDSWORTH. 

177(^1860. 



"My lot has lain in soeneB tuUime and rude. 
Where still devoutly I have serv'd and sought 
The Power Divine that dw^ in solitade."— SouTBlY. 

W ANDEBiNO, through many a year, 'mongst Gumhria's 

hiUs, 
'er her wild fells, sweet vales, and smmy lakes, 
B ich stores of thought thy musing mind distils, 
D ay-dreams of poesy thy soul awakes :— 
S uch was thy life — a poet*s life, I ween ; 
W orshipper thou of Nature ! every scene 
O f heauty stirr*d thy fancy's deeper mood, 
B eflection calm*d the current of thy blood : 
T hus in the wide * Excursion ' of thy mind 
H igh thoughts in words of worth we still may find. 



PEEL. 

178^-1860. 



««The obedieat |>Moi«tts on thy voioe attend, 
And e'en reluctant party feels awhile 
Thy graoioos power."— XBOHSOzr. 

PsmB of our patriot politician band, 
E nlighten'd orator — ^form'd to command : 
E *en causing rancorous party-strife to yield ; 
L iving to see fierce faction's laws repeaVd, 
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WELLINGTON. 

1769—1862. 

"Seehistoxywritd 

With a pencU of hgbi, 

Th« page that illomines her WeUioj^n's namM."— Moouc 

What time the Gorsican appeared on earth, 

E rin was blest in thy far nobler birth. 

L ike to thy deeds, what brilliant crimes dare vie ? 

L ooking to Duty*s call with steadfast eye. 

I n war thou stand'st the first on history's page ; 

N or e'en in peace wast fomid less calmly sage t 

G reat Captain ! of thyself great Conqueror, too : 

T hy triiunphs ceas*d not with proud Waterloo. 

O n to green age thy simple grandeur rose, 

N e'er dimm'd or tarnish'd to thy life's calm close. 



MOORE. 

1780—1862. 
« The Poet of all oirdes, and tiie idol of his owil"— Btbon. 

M OBE melody of verse, with music more sweet, 
O *er the senses ne'er stole than in thee we meet; 
favour'd of bards, sung by lady so Mt, 
B egaling our ears with some soft Irish air^ 
E nlivening our hearts, iEmd drowning all care« 
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WILSON. 

1788—1864. 

" The worid is ftill of gloriona likenenei, 

Th« poef a power is to sort these out.'*— Bailkt's Fmarm. 

W HEK shall we look upon thy like again ? 

I n a fine frenzy dashing, thy hright pen, 

L ively with wit, full of a poet's fire, 

S mit with the love of Nature's wild attire, 

O 'er mountain, moor, and loch now loves to rove, 

N ow, in day-dreams, which ' night's amhrosial '* prove, 

* The 'Beenations of Christopher North/ and the *Noot6f AmbmiMaB,* 
axe among FtoHoisor Wilson's best productions. 



ROGERS. 

BOBK 1762. 

"And thou, melodious Sogers t rise at Umt, 
Becal the pleasing Memoij of the past {"— Btboit. 

RivALLiNa the Bard of Hope, 

r e*en in smoothness, polish'd Pope ; 

G raceful is thy ' Memory,' 

E nchanting thy fair * Italy ; ' 

B are thy skill in fancy's strife, 

S weet thy pictur'd * Human Life.* 
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BROUGHAM- 

BOBN 1779. 

" Here measui'd laws, and pfailoeophio ease, 

Hz and improve the polish'd arte of peaoe." — Gbat. 

B BiGHTEST among the stars of these our days, 
B, are versatility thy mind displays ; 
O *er science glancing with a searching eye, 
U seM results to teach, knowledge to simplify : 
G enius and eloquence of pen and tongue, 
H are rais'd thee, Britain's foremost few among ; 
Amidst the Bar thou reign*dst supreme, and still 
M id senates all hefore Ihee sweep'st at will. 



IRVING. 

Bosxr 1783. 

'< I only wish to pleaM the g«nfle mind. 

Whom Natnrs^A obaniig inquire, and love of hsmaxi ]{ind."->^XATTUi. 

I N easy, natural, graceful charm of style, 

Besemhling Goldy*s 'Vicar,* — ^free from guile; 

y ein of rich humour through thy ' Sketch-hook * flows, 

I magination her hright colours shows. 

N o equal hast thou 'mongst thy hrother hand, 

G enial thy soul, worthy our own lov'd land. 
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DE QUINOEY. 

BORN 1784. 
'' Benumbing 0{dTun, as my only core."— Milton. 

D EEP draughts of Opiate bliss and woe were thine ; 
E loquent ravings flash, and o*er the picture shine. 

Q uiet to restless bosoms is a hell, — 

U tterance of one who knew the truth full well : — 

I n youth this gnawing Are thou sought'st to quell, 

N ot by ambition high, adventure bold, — 

G harm'd spells of opium thee her slave enrolFd, 

E*en as by syren sorceries beguiled; 

Y et rests tby fame on that delirium wild. 



MACREADY. 

BORN 179a. 



" Farewell, Macready I moral, grave, sablime. 

Our Shaikspeaxe's bland and univendt^e 

DwellB pleasM, throngh twice » hwidied years on ihine."--TxN2nrsoK. 

M ASTER Tragedian ! worthy all our praise. 
A ction and utterance such as bygone days 
C ould oftener boast, were thine. Need we but name 
E Oman ^ Yirginiua ? * while our Shakspeare's fam^ 
E ver 'twas thy chief joy and pride to uprear, 
And give us back ' Macbeth, Othello, Lear.' 
D eli^t to thousands oft thou gav'st, and now 
Y ears of calm letter *d ease 'tis thine to know. 
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HOLMAN. 

BORN 1786. 

"AtraTeUerl .... 

Yet, I have gain'd my experience/'^Sw a y hfk a hjl 

H ow little hast thou felt thy darkened lot ! 

O 'er seas, o*er lands, still wandering far and wide, 

L ooking through other's eyes on each fam'd spot ; 

M aking the ear and touch view all on every side. 

A round thee gathering ever fresh delight, 

N ot for thyself alone, hut given to our pleas'd sight. 

Several interestiiig Tolmnes of Travels liave been published daring the last 
thirty jean, by this oelebiated blind traveller. " Travels throfogh France and 
Italy, 1822:" "TraveU in Bosaia, Siberia, Ac., 1885:" Ac Mr. James 
Holman has recently retained from six yean dreomnavigation of the globe. J 



KNIGHT. 

BOBN 1795. 



"Knowledge is power.">-BA0O]r. 

K NOWLEDaR diffusing of most useful kind, 

N ot for the favoured few, but striving many, 

I n philanthropic energy of mind 

G ives thee a place scarcely surpass'd by any ; V 

H anding thee down 'mongst knights of prouder name. 

Thine, too, the praise of spreading Shakspeare'a fame. 
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MACAULAY. 

BQBN 1800. 
"Books ai8 ft paaek of mm'* praragftti?*," 

Masteblt critic! in whose brilliant s1yle» 
And rich historic colouring — brealhes again-— 
C loth*d in most picturesque costume the while, — 
All the dim past, with all its bustling train. 
U nder this vivid, eloquent painting, see, 
L ife given anew to our old history's page ; 
A nd in thy stirring baUad poetry, 
Youth's dreams of antient Borne once more our minds 

engage. 



LONGFELLOW. 

nr807. 



" *TiB oar bdng's inbom tone 

To BtiriTe for ever v^ and on."— OoxcHif s ' Faust. * 

L ATS like thine have many a charm ; 
O ft thy themes the heart must warm. 
N ow, o'^ Slavery's guilt and woes, 
G rief and shame's deep hues it throws ; 
F ax up Alpine heights is heard 

• E xcelsior,' now the stirring word ; 

* L ife's Psalm ' now, onwards is inviting, 
L ongings for nobler deeds exciting : 

O 'er Britain now resoimds thy name, 

W hile * States unborn ' shall swell thy fame. 
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TENNYSON. 

BORN 1810. 

. " His soul is tun'd like an ^oliau haip 
Among whose strings the rash and vulgar wind 
Learns music, and transforms its blustering breath 
To an articulate melody." — F. Babham. 

T HY verse is like rich music to the ear; 

E legant, tender, sweet, thy varied lays : 

N ow, soft as lute, or as the clarion clear, 

N ow, pensive as some song of olden days. 

Yoimg fancy revels in thy poet dreams. 

Steep 'd in such melody of words as noDe 

O f elder laureate bards have pom-*d — it seems 

N ow, like JEolian strains from breezy zephyrs won. 



DICKENS. 

BORN 1812. 



** One touch of Nature makes the whole world kin."— Shaejbspsabju 

D ELiOHTFUL Novclist ! lov'd by youth and age, 

I n * many-colour'd life * how rich thy page ! 

C omic, pathetic scenes alike to thee ; 

K indliest benevolence in all we see, 

E nnobling humble worth, and struggling poverty, 

N o sickly sentimental trash we find ; 

S weet sympathy pervades thy bright, thy glowing mind. 
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PRINCE ALBERT. 

BORN 1819. 

'< And the Prince of all the land 
Led them on."~CAMPBBLL. 

"Nature and fortune join'd to make thee great." — Shakspearb. 

A ccomplish'd Prince ! from whose Aesthetic mind, 
L ike Hamlet's, philosophic and refin'd, 
B urst the bright vision of that Palace fair, 
E nchanting wondering nations gather'd there : 
R are favoiuite of fortune ! well, I ween, 
T hou art fit consort, worthy of our Queen. 



VICTORIA. 

BOBN 1819, BXGAN TO REIGN 1837. 

" God save our gracious Queen, 
Long may VicrroBiA reign, 
God save the Queen." 

V ARiED and vast the blessings of thy reign ! 
I n peaceful arts of triumphs a bright train ! 
ould we a grander sight desire to see, 
T ban nations gather'd in such rivalry, 

r, than a people — ^his last victory won — 

R ang'd round the tomb of glorious Wellington ? 

1 n war, too, now, with our old foe allied ! — 
Arts, arms, and Victory, are England's pride. 
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